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PRACTICAL DRIVING ASSESSMENTS 
493. Hon JAMES HAYWARD to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Transport: 
I refer to practical driving assessments and the answer to question without notice 399. 
(1) Does the Department of Transport allow video recording of heavy vehicle driving tests? 
(2) If yes to (1), why is video recording of driving tests allowed for heavy vehicle licences and not for C-class 

licences? 
(3) In response to question without notice 399, the minister advised that third-party cameras are not allowed 

to be used during driving tests due to technical, privacy and liability issues. Can the minister please outline 
the justification for the response in more detail? 

(4) Would the use of non-third-party cameras address technical, privacy and liability issues; and, if so, does 
the minister support using department-owned video technology to record driving tests? 

Hon SUE ELLERY replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 
(1)–(2) The Department of Transport has a contract with heavy vehicle assessors to conduct assessments on behalf 

of the department. Cameras were rolled out following recommendations from a previous Corruption and 
Crime Commission investigation that found a number of heavy vehicle drivers were being licensed without 
having their competence adequately assessed at a former truck driving school in 2015. This footage is 
accessible only if a significant breach of assessment is identified as part of the Department of Transport’s 
audit regime. This is not the case with C-class licence assessments. 

(3)–(4) The answer to question without notice 399 stated that the use of private or third-party cameras would 
raise technical, privacy and liability issues. This is because C-class assessments are undertaken in privately 
owned vehicles. There are adequate audit regimes in place to ensure the consistency of assessments 
conducted and to assist with providing feedback to candidates. 
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